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From Total Defence  
to Comprehensive Security Concept 

SVF 
2003 
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“The Finnish concept for comprehensive security 
means that  

society’s vital functions are secured  
through  

collaboration between  
the authorities, the business community, 

organisations and citizens.” 



www.turvallisuuskomitea.fi 

How does it work? 
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Strategy 
SECURING THE FUNCTIONS VITAL TO SOCIETY 

Functioning of the 
economy and 
infrastructure 

 
 

Planning,  
Risk Assesment, 
Strategic Tasks,  
Basic Principles  

 
 

The 
Security 

Strategy for 
Society 

2010 
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Intersectoral collaborative bodies 

Crisis management model 

Government 

Ministry 

C O M P E T E N T  A U T H O R I T Y  
Central, regional and local government 

Authorities, business community and organisations 
Domestic and international actors 
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       The Security Committee 

1. contributes to the preparedness of comprehensive security and its 
coordination, 
 

2. monitors and evaluates Finland's security and defence policy 
environment as well as societal changes and their impacts 
 

3. monitors the activities of different administrative sectors and levels 
to maintain and develop comprehensive security arrangements, and 
 

4. coordinates development of forms of cooperation, operational 
models, research and training. 
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Experts:  Director of Finnish Security Intelligence  Service 
  Chairman of the board of NESA 
  Chairman of the Finnish Red Cross 
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Competent authority  
supported by all relevant  security actors 

Storms  

Other hazards Protection of environment  

Maritime cooperation  
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South Carelia  

Security Cluster 
-Heads of the Department & Cities 

- secretariat  

South Carelia  

Security Cluster 
-Heads of the Department & Cities 

- secretariat  

Example: South Karelian regional 

Preparedness network  

Municipalities 

Rescue Service 

Social and health 

Army Academy 

Church 

Customs 

Police 

http://fi.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kuva:Redcross.png
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 FNDU 
 for politicians, business and NGO leaders 
 To promote mutual co-operation and networking of key personnel in different 

sectors of society dealing with the comprehensive security related issues. 

 

Security Concept for the Society -  
National Defence Courses 

National Defence Courses 
 Since 1961  
 Total 220 courses with 9000 

participants 
 Civilians 88 % 
 Females  15 % 

National Special Courses  
 Since 1986 
 Total 50 courses with 2 400 

participants 

Regional Defence Courses 
 Since 1962 
 Total over 1 000 courses with  
    52 500 participants 
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Education & training: 
Schools - Vital Functions of the Society 
Voluntary organizations, Business Community - individual, family, community 

Comprehensive Security - Regional Event in South Savo 

You are  
invited 

Do you understand? Do you care? Do you find home? 
Do you exercise? Do you manage abroad? 
Is your cybersecurity in tact? 
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www.turvallisuuskomitea.fi (English, Swedish) 
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http://www.turvallisuuskomitea.fi/
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Challenges 
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Recommendation to tackle hybrid threats:  
Comprehensive approach 
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Public – Private Partnerships 

 

Capable citizens 
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The Security Committee 

Eteläinen Makasiinikatu 8 

P.O. Box 31, FI- 00131 HELSINKI 

Tel: +358 295 16001 

www.turvallisuuskomitea.fi 

 

vesa.valtonen@turvallisuuskomitea.fi 

tel. +358 295 140700 
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Thank you for  
your attention 

mailto:vesa.valtonen@turvallisuuskomitea.fi
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